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§ 602.18 Ensuring consistency in deci-
sion-making.

The agency must consistently apply
and enforce its standards to ensure
that the education or training offered
by an institution or program, including
any offered through distance edu-
cation, is of sufficient quality to
achieve its stated objective for the du-
ration of any accreditation or
preaccreditation period granted by the
agency. The agency meets this require-
ment if the agency—

(a) Has effective controls against the
inconsistent application of the agen-
cy’s standards;

(b) Bases decisions regarding accredi-
tation and preaccreditation on the
agency’s published standards; and

(c) Has a reasonable basis for deter-
mining that the information the agen-
cy relies on for making accrediting de-
cisions is accurate.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1099b)

§ 602.19 Monitoring and reevaluation
of accredited institutions and pro-
grams.

(a) The agency must reevaluate, at
regularly established intervals, the in-
stitutions or programs it has accred-
ited or preaccredited.

(b) The agency must monitor institu-
tions or programs throughout their ac-
creditation or preaccreditation period
to ensure that they remain in compli-
ance with the agency’s standards. This
includes conducting special evalua-
tions or site visits, as necessary.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1099b)

§ 602.20 Enforcement of standards.

(a) If the agency’s review of an insti-
tution or program under any standard
indicates that the institution or pro-
gram is not in compliance with that
standard, the agency must—

(1) Immediately initiate adverse ac-
tion against the institution or pro-
gram; or

(2) Require the institution or pro-
gram to take appropriate action to
bring itself into compliance with the
agency’s standards within a time pe-
riod that must not exceed—

(i) Twelve months, if the program, or
the longest program offered by the in-

stitution, is less than one year in
length;

(ii) Eighteen months, if the program,
or the longest program offered by the
institution, is at least one year, but
less than two years, in length; or

(iii) Two years, if the program, or the
longest program offered by the institu-
tion, is at least two years in length.

(b) If the institution or program does
not bring itself into compliance within
the specified period, the agency must
take immediate adverse action unless
the agency, for good cause, extends the
period for achieving compliance.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1099b)

§ 602.21 Review of standards.
(a) The agency must maintain a sys-

tematic program of review that dem-
onstrates that its standards are ade-
quate to evaluate the quality of the
education or training provided by the
institutions and programs it accredits
and relevant to the educational or
training needs of students.

(b) The agency determines the spe-
cific procedures it follows in evalu-
ating its standards, but the agency
must ensure that its program of re-
view—

(1) Is comprehensive;
(2) Occurs at regular, yet reasonable,

intervals or on an ongoing basis;
(3) Examines each of the agency’s

standards and the standards as a whole;
and

(4) Involves all of the agency’s rel-
evant constituencies in the review and
affords them a meaningful opportunity
to provide input into the review.

(c) If the agency determines, at any
point during its systematic program of
review, that it needs to make changes
to its standards, the agency must ini-
tiate action within 12 months to make
the changes and must complete that
action within a reasonable period of
time. Before finalizing any changes to
its standards, the agency must—

(1) Provide notice to all of the agen-
cy’s relevant constituencies, and other
parties who have made their interest
known to the agency, of the changes
the agency proposes to make;

(2) Give the constituencies and other
interested parties adequate oppor-
tunity to comment on the proposed
changes; and
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